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FB. Perſons diſpoſed to favour the Views of the Writer, by diſperſing 
{the following Addreſs in Schools, may be ſupplied with Copies gratis, 
v Meſits. F. and C. RivincTon, St. Paul's Church-Vard. 


i 


So. ſo 
Books publiſhad by the ſams Auther, = | 


Which may be uſed ſucceſſively as conftituent Parts of the Plan propoſed 
| in the following Pages. 


1. An INTRODUCTION To THE KNowLEDGE oF NATURE and Reaning -_ 
the HoLy ScrieTuUREs. Ninth Edition, price as. bound. 7 N 
2. An ATTEMPT 10 familiarize the CarEcHIsM of the Chunch f thei 
"ENGLAND. Price is. 6d. Kos calc 
3. An'ExeLanaTiown of the Orricz for the PuBLIc BAP Tris or WW (ati 
InFayTs and of the Ou ER os ConriRMATION of ſuch as are come to rato 
Years of Diſcretion. Price 1s. 5 | TIA 
4. A Companion to the Book oF Common PRAYER, containing a b ne 
Practical Comment upon the Liturgy, and the CoLLEc'Ts, EP1sTLEs, and v ir 
GosPELs throughout the year, Price 48. bound. (757 | ſrrud 
F. SacrED HisTory, ſelected from the SCRIPTURES of the OLD qu T 
NEW TESTAMENT, with ANNoTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. In dix as fa 
Volumes. Third edition. Price 11. 1s. in boards; 11. 48. in plain binding; the | 
I. 78. bound in calf, gilt, and lettered. 9} © | op 
N. B. The ſecond, third, and fourth, Articles of the above Lift, with 6 ] 
QuxsTIoNs rox THE UsE or TEAchEks, may be had at double the price MW * anc 


marked for each article, 


AN ADDRESS. 


HE following Books ate reſpectfully offered to the conſideration of 


PARENTS who Educdte their children at home; and MasSTERs and 
GoveRNESSEs of Boarding Schools. 
| For the uſe of Schools and Families. 
1. An ABRiDOMENT or SCRIPTURE His rokxr, conſiſting of Leſſons 
ſelected from the OLD TESTAMENT, price 28. bound. | 
2. An ABRIDGMENT or THE New TE3TAMENT, conſiſting of Leſ- 
ſons compo ſed from the Writings of the Four Evangeli/ts, price bound 18. 6d. 
3. A SCRIPTURE CATECHIsM, PAR r I. containing a familiar Expla- 
nation of the above Leſſons from the OL TesTAmMENT, price buund 35. 6d. 
4. A SCRIPTURE CATECHISM, PART II. containing a familiar Expla- 
ation of the above Leſſons from the NEw TESTAMENT, price bound 3s. 6d, 


The defign of theſe Books collectively, is; to teach the Principles of Re- 
yealed Religion as a regular branch of early education, by means of Selec- 
er the SCRIPTURES, | 

he Leſſons are intended to be read by the Scholars; the Explanation of 
theſe Leſions, which is in the catechetical form, is for the uſe of Teachers, and 
calculated to convey to the minds of children, in the ſtile of familiar conver- 
ſation, a general knowledge of the divine Diſpenſations which were prepa- 
ratory to the coming of the Meſſiah, and a more particular one of Caris- 
TIANITY iiſel To enforce the practice of that pure Moratiry which 
is no where to be found in perfection, but in the New TesTaMENT—and 
to implant in the uncorrupted heart an earneſt deſire to be more fully in- 
ſiruted in the only ſcience which leads to a happy immortality ®. 

That great improvement in the modern ſyſtem of education is neceſſary, 
3s far as it relates to RELIOION, has been ſtrongly pointed out by writers of 
the firſt eminence. A few extracts from ſome of their valuable Works 
muſt convince the unprejudiced mind, that this is actually the caſe, and will 
furniſh the beſt apology which can be made for this Addreſs. 

“Let all parents, while they are ſo anxious to embelliſh the manners 
* and improve the underſtandings of their children, pay a little more atten- 
“tion than they have hitherto done to the cultivation of their hearts. 
« From their infancy to their manhood, let them be brought up in the nur- 
ture and fear of the Lord. Let thoſe grand corruptors of their unguarded 
* innocence and ſimplicity, licentious Novets, HisToRiEs, and ſyſtems of 
* PHILOSOPHY, which (not to mention thoſe of our own growth) have 
& conſtituted a large and moſt pernicious branch of commerce with a 
neighbouring kingdom; let theſe, I ſay, be for ever baniſhed from the hands 
"of our youth, and in their room, let that long neglected and almoſt for- 
P pu thing, REVEALED RELIGIoN, make a fundamental part of their 
4 ducation, Let them not be left (as is too much, God knows, the caſe) 
. to pick it up themſelves, as well as they can, from caſual information, or 
ew ſuperficial unconnected inſtructions; but let it be taught them ſyſ- 
„ *matically and methodically ; let the ficſt rudiments of it be inſtilled as 
4 early and as carefully into their minds, as thoſe of every other ſcience; 
1 let its evicences and its doctrines be gradually explained to them in the ſe- 
 Veral ſeminaries of learning, through which they ſucceſſively paſs, in pro» 

portion as their judgments ripen, and their underſtandings unfold theme | 
0 Such Parents and Heads of Schools as have adopted the Author's larger Work, entitled 
pred Hiſtory, will, it is preſumed, find theſe books uſeful as preparatory to it, The Catechiſm 


= may be uſed wird the Sacred Hiftory, 
| ES T ſelyes; 


— 


. (:4 3 l 
& ſelves. Let them, in ſhort, be made, not only great ſcholars and accom- 
e pliſhed gerftlemen, but, what is of infinitely more importance both to 
te themſelves and to the public, honeſt men and ſincere Chriſtians,” Ser. 
mons by the preſent biſhop of London, vol. i. p. 259. 

«In the inſtruction of perſons whom we believe to be deſtined to ſurviye 
be the ſtroke of death, and to ſurvive in happineſs or in mifery proportioned 
© to the nature of their eonduct in this ſhort and preparatory ſcene of ex. 
4“ iſtence, the main object to be purſued, is, to inſpire them with ſuch view 

© of thiogs, to-cſtabliſh in them ſuch principles and rules of action, as ae | 

© calculated to render that future and moſt important ſtate of being, a ye. | 
<< riod of bleſſedneſs. Such would ſtill be the dictates of reaſn, had the | 
<& refult been likely to be. unfavourable to happineſs in the preſent liſe, 

How forcibly, then, do they preſs upon thoſe who are convinced, as is the 


c caſe with all who believe in the Chriſtian Revelation, that god!zneſs has thy 
e promiſe of the liſe which now is, as well as of that which is to come: that 
seine very ſame views of things, the very fame principles and rules of action 
_ © which lead to never-ending felicity hereafter, promiſe in the common t 
©& courſe of events a larger portion of external comforts than is attainable 0 
© by any other means, and are accompanied by a ſerenity of heart, and by | 
& a cheerful ſenſe of the protecting care of infinite Power, Wiſdom, and e 
<© Goodneſs, which far more than outweigh the collected amount of all other n 
te terreſtrial enjoyments. The chief ſolicitude, therefore, of every one ho i jt 
ce called to fulfil the duties of tuition ought to be this: to engage the un- t. 
« derſtanding and the affections of the Pupil in favour of piety and virtue, ie 
& by unfolding the truth, the importance, and the inherent excellence of the tf 
« Chriſtian Religion; and by inculcating the obligations of morality, not U 
de as ultimately reſting on principles of their own, but as founded on the ſc 


«<< precepts and ſanctions of the Goſpel, and forming one branch of human cc 
% duty to God.” Giſborne's Inquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex, WP k. 

ge 41. Ty © us ee aptig 

C From the reſult of ſuch inquiries as I have been able to make on the WF w 
tc ſubject, it appears that in the generality of public Seminaries and Board- ho 
cc ing Schools, this momentous object of religious inſtruction is by 0 Bi of 
ce means purſued either with proper earneſtneſs or in a judicious manner; fo 
<« and that in ſome, the attention which it occupies merits no better appells- thi 
ce tion than that of form, and ſerves only to impoſe on the Parents of the 
cc children who are placed there, and to 1 the young mind with contempt, cli 
ic or at leaſt with unconcern, as to the moſt. awful of all conſiderations. 

„The uſual defect in judgment, in. the manner of impreſſing the princi- 
« ples and injunctions of Chriſtianity, appears to me to conſiſt in theſe two 
ct circumſtances. Firſt, they are commonly inculcated in the form of a 
cc dry and authoritative lecture, without being applied and illuſtt ated in ſuch 
<< 2 method as to create a deeply-rooted conviction, of the influence they 
<« claim over every period of, and every action of life, or to intereſt the al 
© fections of the opening mind; whence religion is rather dreaded as alt 
cc auſtere monitor ng a relentleſs judge, than loved as the giver of preſent 
et and future happineſs, Secondly, they, are preſented. to the underitanding 
« rather as truths to be implicitly received an the credit of the teacher, ard 
ce on the ground of their eſtabliſhed prevalence, than as truchs reſting on 
e the ſolid baſis of fact and argument, and inviting at all times the clokit 
<« inveſtigation of their certainty, which tbe mind is capable of beſtowing 
„Hence when a young woman! begins to act fur herſelf on the flags 0 


v This obſerration is equally applicable to youth of the other fer, 
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er life; and a growing confidence in her own judgment, together with the 


tc effects of new ſcenes and fituations which incidentally ariſe, Tefſens the 


« eſtimation in which ſhe once held the opinion of her inſtructors; it is 
« ſcarcely pofſible, but her regard for religion, which, whether greater or 
« leſs, was in a confiderable degree derived from that efttmation, mult at 
te the fame time be impaired. And if fhe ſhould be thrown, as in thefe 
« days of widely extended intercourſe is not very improbable, into habirs of 
« familiarity with perſons who in practice ſlight fome of the injunctions of 
« the Goſpel, or who doubt or diſbelieve its divine origin; is it wonderful 
« that her faith ſhould waver, when ſhe feels herſelf at once allured by 
« temptations, and unable to giye one ſatisfactory reaſon for crediting the 
« Book which commands her to reſiſt them? —Ibid. page 50. 

The Reader is requeſted to refer to the excellent Work itſelf, from which 
theſe extracts are taken, for further obſervations on this important ſubject, 

It would be preſumptuous in the writer of this Addreſs to add any argu- 
ments of her own to ſuch high authorities, in favour of Religious Inftruc- 
tion, but ſhe begs indulgence for a few obſervations concerning the manner 
of conveying it. . | | * i 
It is obſervetl by the Author laſt quoted, that when young perſons are 
educated at home, the article of Religious Inſtruction generally occupies 
more attention than it obtains in Schools, and is conducted with greater 
judgment. This remark is certainly well founded; but it is become ſo much 
the practice of the age to fend children, as ſoon as they are capable of learn- 
ing any thing, to Boarding Schools, that very few, in compariſon, remain under 
the tuition ot their Parents beyond the firſt years of infancy; and though ſome 


have the benefit of Religious Inſtruction before they 1eave home, and in the 1 


ſchool vacations, it is to be feared, that by far the greater number are 
conſigned to the care of others, without any previous knowledge of this 
kind, or any ſolicitude on the part of the Parents upon this moſt important 
ſubject; and that, inſtead of taking advantage of thoſe intervals, during 
which they might inſtil many important truths, and give much good ex- 
hortation, they contribute to fill their children's heads with vanity by an 
oſtentatious dilplay of their ornamental acquirements, and lead them into a 
love of diffipating amuſements by improper indulgences, which make every 
thing that is ſerious - appear in a diſguſting light. It is therefore to the 
Maſter or Governeſs, that the generality of children in the higher and mid- 
dling claſſes ate to look chiefly for all that relates to their eternal interęſis; 
nor can it be doubted, but that many reſpectable characters on whom the 
falk of tuition devolves, particularly thoſe of the ſzcred order, diſcharge it 
with a conſcientious regard to duty; and that when Parents co-operate 
with their pious endeavours, the happieſt effects are produced. It would 
likewiſe be doing great injuſtice to Maſters and Governeſſes of Schools in ge- 

nera}, not to allow, that regard is paid by them to Religious Inſtruction. 
Morning and Evening Prayers, attendance upon Public Worſhip, and Ca- 
techizing, are amongſt the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of Schools, introduced in 
better times, and which faſhion has not yet aboliſhed. The Scriptures are 
allo read in moſt Schools, if not daily, at leaſt on Sunday Evenings. But 
i a judgment may be formed, from the deficiency of the generality of young 
people who have been educated upon this plan, it muſt be acknowledged, 
that theſe well-intended means are not adequate to the end, and that the 


RELTIOIous PRINCIPLE is not ſufficiently cultivated in Schools to guard 


our youth from the contagion of bad example or infidel books; for how 
few do we find in polite circles, who are well grounded in the CHRISTIAN 
F AITH, or who have acquired the Habit of applying the SCRIPTUREs to 
3 | ; 3 themſelves 


— 


Ck > 5 | 
themſelves as THe Rute or Mok AL Conduct In ſhort, what branch 
of knowledge is ſo little underſtood in this enlightened age (as many affect 
to call it) as the Divine Science of true Wiſdom? ; 

In order to check the progreſs of the national corruption, which has of 

- Jate years increaſed to a moſt alarming degree, it is certainly requiſite to at. 
tend 2 to the riſing generation, ſince ſo much depends upon firſt 
impreſſions and early habits; and it muſt be allowed, that never was greater 


attention paid to the religious inſtruction of the children of the poor than at 


preſent ; but little will it avail towards a general reformation of principles 
and manners in the nation, that thoſe who are deſtined to fill the lower of. 
fices of life are carefully inſtructed in the knowledge and practice of their 
duty, if young perſons of the higher clafles, who are growing up with them, 
be left in ignorance of thoſe heavenly doctrines which are abſolutely necef. 
fary to teach them bow to perform their part as Chriſtians, and. how to 
confirm their domeſtics and dependants in virtuous habits by theit own good 
advice and exemplary conduct. The office then of the after or Govern 
ef. a Boarding School is amongſt the moſt important in ſociety, for upon 
them it in a great meaſure depends whether the riſing generation ſhall be 
Chriſtians or Infidels, good or bad members of the community; Maſters 
and Governeſſes of Day Schools are alſo reſponſible to the Public, though 
in a leſs degree, for the principles and conduct of youth, fince they have 
great opportunities of diſpoſing the minds of their Pupils to piety and 
virtue, =” 

| The indifference of Parents in reſpect to Religious Knowledge, and the 
unreaſonable defire which many have that their children ſhould attain to the 
higheſt degree of excellence in exterior accompliſhments, throw great dif- 
ficulties, it muſt be confeſſed, in the way of thoſe who have a large number 
of Scholars. The different branches which now conſtitute a polite and li- 
beral education occupy a conſiderable portion of time, and Parents whoſe 
views, unhappily for themſelves and their offspring, are bounded by the 


trifles of this mortal ſtate, would probably grudge the time requiſite for 


Sacred Studies. — To gratify them, the Song and the Dance muſt be learnt 

to perfection, that their children may ſhine in the faſhionable world; while 
that heavenly ſcience, which alone can harmonize the ſoul, and fit it for 
the ſociety of angels, is forgotten Let us, however, hope that the num- 
ber of Parents who have thus loſt ſight of their children's higheſt interefts is 
comparatively ſmall. . But were all who place their children in Boarding 
Schools of the fame miſtaken ſentiments, no earthly Parent, nor any hu- 
man authority. whatever, can abſolve the Maſter or Governeſs from the duty 
they reſpectively owe to THE GREAT PARENT OF THE UNIVERSE, to 
whom they are accountable for the Religious Inſtruction of every child com- 
mitted to their care; or from their obligation to the children, to bring 
them up in the way of Salvation, according to the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow 
made in their Name at their Baptiſm. F or their own ſakes therefore, as 
well as from a regard to the good of their Pupils, all who engage in the 
buſineſs of tuition ſhould form a reſolution, and fteadfafily adhere to it, to 
. pleaſe Gop rather than Men, and diſcharge their own conſciences in de. 
Kance of the diſcontent of unreaſonable people. Nor would a profeſſed 
regard to the Intereſts of Religion eventually leſſen the number of Scholars 


in a School; on the contrary, it muſt tend to heighten the confidence of 


pious Parents, many of whom would probably prefer a School education for 

their children under Teachers of the above deſcription, but are fearful 

placing them where they are in danger of being brought up in ignorance 0 

their duty; and many others, who. are remiſs in their own practice, boy 
1 


. — — ———— ret Ns — — 
— En ——————————ĩꝛ— — g — —äʒüäͤ6tR — 


„ 


J no diſlike to their children being taught the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
i: though they _ too indifferent to the concerns of another life, to make it a 
incipal object. 5 | | 
f Pr in ach a diſpoſition to educate children in the practice of Religious 
. Duties, as _ reaſonably be inferred from the attentian of the Conductors 
{t of Schools to Daily Prayers, and other particulars before noticed, little more 
er appears _— to effect the deſired reform in the modern ſyſtem of educa- 
at tion, than to fix upon ſuch a method of initiating children into the know- 
es edge of the Truths of Divine Revelation, as may render the ſtudy of Reli- 
f. gion pleaſing to them, and leave time for other purſuits. This is the pre- 
ir . Giſe Point aimed at in the Publications in queſtion ; how far they will an- 
nz ſwer the intended purpoſe muſt be left to the teſt of experience; and moſt 


l. thankfully will the Projector of it accept of hints from perſons of judgment 
to for its improvement. 


od To teach Revealed Religion without the immediate uſe of the Scriptures 
ſs has been found a very imperfect method. Hiftories 15 the Bible, as they are 
on called, conſiſting of the principal events recorded in Holy Writ, related in the 
be language of other School Books, though very uſeful to be read to children while 
1 they are capable of oral inſtruction only, or to refreſh the memories of thoſe 
gh who have previouſly read the Bible *, are by no means calculated to teach 
ve the Doctrines of Chriſtianity. Neither can this latter purpoſe be anſwered 
nd by collections of Divine and Moral Precepts, however methodically ar- 


ranged; for the Hiſtorical and Doctrinal Parts are fo intimately connected, 
the and fo admirably blended together, in the Sacred Volume, eſpecially in the 


the New Teftament, that they cannot be ſeparated, without loſing in a great 
lik. meaſure their intended effect. On the other hand, the uſual practice in 
ber Schools of reading the Bible from beginning to end, has often led children, 
li- from the difficulties attending it, to a diſtaſte of the Scriptures ; but nothing 
ole can juſtify ſo dangerous an experiment as that which is ſometimes made of 


laying the BIBLE entirely aſide, in order to gain time for other ſtudies, and 
truſting to the future reſearches of maturer years, which accident may poſ- 
hbly induce, but which it is moſt probable will never be thought of. SE- 
LECTION then ſeems to be the only method which can be adopted to obviate 
the foregoing objections, and to avoid any conſiderable derangement of the 
uſual Plan of School Inſtruction, ſuch ſelection as ſhall compriſe not only 
the principal hiſtorical events of the Old and New Teſlament, but all the 
Dofrrines of Chriſtianity relating to Faith and Practice; all, at leaſt, which 
are neceſſary for young perſons to underſtand before they take upon them- 
ſelves their Bapiiſmal Vow. But Selection alone will not be ſufficient, for it 
cannot be expected that children, if left to themſelves, will make proper re- 
ſections upon what they read, or that they will have patience to ſtudy 
yluminous commentaries; it is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that their 
Scripture Leſſons ſhould be explained and enforced by their Teachers. To 
prepare this Explanation would occupy more time than the ConduQtors of 
large Seminaries can command; and few people who have a variety of things 
to attend to, would chooſe to truſt to extempore explanations, which they 
might not at all times be capable of giving. Under the idea that ſomething 
8 wanting to ſupply the place of extempore inſtruction in Boarding Schools, 
Day Schools, and private Families, the Writer of this Addreſs, having re- 
patedly experienced the indulgence of the Public, is encouraged to ſtep for- 
fads once more with the reſult of her labours, hoping, that as RELICIOx 


e 4 Work of this kind has heen publiſhed by the Compiler of the Book now offered to con« | 
fderation ; but it was intended chiefly to illuſtrate a Serigs of Priats of Scripture Hiſtory, as 
ming a Part of Univerſal Hiſtory, : 

| | 14 
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N 
3s the great concern of ALL, the Books, which have obtained the ſanction of 
xerſons of undoubted judgment, for the uſe of the Poor *, will be received © 
with candour by thoſe who are concerned in the education of children in 
ſuperior ſtations; and that a trial at leaſt will be made of them, It ma 
be proper to add, in reſpect to the manner of uſing theſe Books, that when 
children can read fluently, it will be adviſeable to direct them to ſtudy, by 
themſelves, every day in the intervals between the ſchool hours, a certain 
portion of the Scripture Leſſons, and to let them hear the Explanation read 
by the * the School at any convenient time in the day. The Queſ- 
tions may be paſſed over, excepting on Sundays, and the uſual catechiſi 
days, when a general examination may. take place; but no opportunity 
mould be loft of convincing children of the ineſtimable value and infinite 
importance of the Holy Scriptures, or of reminding them that the printigal 
. Concern of this life is to prepare for a better. As part of the Sunday em- 
erna the Pupils may be directed to read and conſider the Bock of 
ommon Prayer 1, and various parts of the poetical and devotional Books 
of the Bible, which contain inſtructions particularly ſuited to young ped- 
ple; ſuch, for inſtance, as the 2d, 3d, and 4th Chapters of Proverbs, and 
many others, which che Teacher will readily ſelect. The reading of thels 
would anſwer a much better purpoſe than learning whole chapters by heart 
by way of taſk. In ſhort, the utmoſt care ſhould be taken to make this 
Branch of Inſtruction as eaſy and pleaſant as poſlible, that Religion may 
appear to the unprejudiced mind in her own lovely and inviting form. 
Conductors of Boarding Schools would find themſelves amply repaid for any 
additional trouble which might devolve upon them from attending partieu- 
larly to this important branch of Education, by the influence of the RB. 
LIGIOUS PRINCIPLE upon the minds and manners of the Pupils, which 
would do more towards promoting order and good behaviour in large Se- 
minaries, than any coercive meaſures whatever; and nothing but the cart 
ful cultivation of THIS PRINCIPLE can prevent the growth of thoſe bad pro- 
penſities which are often found in children whoſe education has been neglected, 
and which frequently take deep root in the mind, and lead to great irtegu- 
larities of conduct at an early period of life, | | 
One thing more the Writer of this Addreſs is anxious to recommend to 
the Heads of Schools, and that is, to prepare their Pupils, and take them 
at ſtated times, to be examined at Church by the Pariſh Minifter, as Ca» 
techumens giadually advancing towards the period, of Confirmation, and 
who, after that rite has been adminiſtered to them, are to partake of the 
Holy Sacrament of the Loxp's SUPPER. Such examinations, twice in the 
year for inſtance, would anſwer ſcveral good purpoſes, by exciting a propet 
emulation in the Pupils to attain to a preficiency in Religious Knowledge 
proportionable to their years—by affording a good example to children of 
inferior condition—and by reſtoring the almoſt forgotten connexion be- 
twixt children in the middling and higher ranks and their ſpiritual Paſtors 
If ever there was a time when it was particularly neceſſary to attend to thele 
things, it is now; when ſuch daring and open attempts are made by in 
fide] writers to invalidate the authenticity of the Holy Scriptures, to deltrop 
Chriſtianity, and eſtabliſh the flimſy ſyſtems of ptetended Philoſophy in iht 
room a that pure Religion which the Son of God came down from heavell 
to reveals. 4 4kf-+.: c e 


* The Society for Promoting Chriftian Knowledge. vy | 4 
+ A Companion to the Common Prayer was. publiſhed by the Writer of this Addreſs ſome tun 
280, for the uſe of Scholars and Teachers,—Sec the Liſt of Books prefixed to this Addreſs, 1 


